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Foreword

The Purpose of the Handbook

The Rural Planning Handbook aims to provide a basic introduction to more or 
less everything that someone wanting to live a modest, sustainable, land-based 
existence in the English countryside might need to know about the planning 
system. It is designed to help small farmers, smallholders, forestry workers, 
permaculturists, low impact builders, caravan dwellers and low income 
people facing planning applications, appeals and enforcement on land in the 
countryside where they live or work. You can use it to do your own planning — 
or else to check up that your planning consultant is on the ball. There are a few 
things we don’t cover — notably how to get agricultural occupancy conditions 
removed,  because I don’t approve of them. 
The DIY Planning Handbook (as it was originally called) was first published by 
Chapter 7 in 2003. It went out of print in 2015, because I couldn’t keep up 
with the programme of reforms to planning law and policy introduced by the 
coalition government, through its Secretary of State for Local Government, 
Eric Pickles — reforms  which caused a maximum amount of procedural 
uncertainty for a relatively small amount of actual change.
In that respect, Brexit has been something of a blessing, since  the government 
put matters such as planning reform on the back-burner, giving time for me to 
catch up. After three years of trying to update the handbook, in May 2018 I was 
finally in a position to present it to the public — not least all the people who had 
been writing to me asking when is it going to reappear. But no sooner had I done 
so than the Government rushed out a revised  version of the National Planning 
Policy Framework, which changes almost nothing of relevance to the readers of 
this book, other than the numbering of all the paragraphs.

About Chapter 7

Chapter 7 is an organization which emerged out of the Rural Planning Group of 
The Land Is Ours in 1999. Its mission is to campaign for “access to land for all 
households through environmentally sound planning” — a quote from chapter 
7C of Agenda 21, signed by the government of the UK and most other countries 
at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
From 1999 to 2006 Chapter 7 was a membership organization, producing a 
newsletter, Chapter 7 News. It published policy documents, responded to 



government consultation exercises, provided a free planning advice service for 
low impact developers, and produced planning advice briefing papers which in  
2003 were amalgamated into the DIY Planning Handbook. In 2004, Chapter 7 
organized a successful direct action which saved Tony Wrench’s roundhouse at 
Brithdir Mawr from demolition, and then lobbied for the low impact development 
policies in Wales which eventually became the One Planet Development policy.
In 2006, Chapter7 News ceased publication and was replaced by The Land 
magazine, which has a broader focus on land rights in general, but still carries 
a section on planning entitled “Chapter 7 News”. Much of the planning 
advisory work formerly carried out by Chapter 7 is now provided by a handful 
of committed and competent low impact planning consultants, while advances 
in policy are currently being  spearheaded by the One Planet Council in Wales. 
Chapter 7 is now little more than a one man-band, namely myself — and I have 
a small dairy farm to run,  which is more interesting than planning consultancy.
However, there is still a need for a document which explains all the complexities of 
the planning system for people embarking on the perilous project of establishing 
an affordable rural home and livelihood in a country that prides itself in being 
in the vanguard of dysfunctional urban capitalism. No one else has written one, 
and so Chapter 7 lives on in this, the third edition, of the Handbook.

Index

Before you use this handbook, try skimming through the index/glossary 
in Chapter 14. It will give you a good idea of what’s here. This list provides 
definitions of planning terms, directs you to the most relevant chapters, and 
in some cases gives additional information not provided elsewhere in the text. 
Providing an index with page numbers is problematic, because of the frequent 
need to add material to the book. I will be providing a more precise index in 
time, but for the moment the index just contains chapter references. Some 
items have no chapter reference as yet. Chapters 11, 12 and 13 are not yet fully 
covered by this list.

Warnings and Apologies

Planning guidance is constantly changing and I am constantly learning. The 
handbook is printed in small print runs, so that it can be regularly updated.  
I make every effort to see that the information contained is correct and up to 
date. Most of the information is correct, but there will be mistakes, and I rely 
upon readers to point them out if you spot them. 



If your case hangs crucially upon anything stated in these briefings, I advise you 
to check with another source. I could have got it wrong, or policy may have 
changed. You are welcome to email me to enquire about any particular matter.
I do not make every effort to see that the presentation of this information 
is perfect. I have better things to do with my time. You may therefore find 
typographical errors, formatting inconsistencies, and page number references 
that are wrong. I apologize for these, but not abjectly. The Index currently only 
refers to chapters; I aim to insert page number references in the future.
I also apologize for producing such a mountain of boring information. I hope 
it is not as boring to read as it has been to write. If anybody had told me at the 
age of 20 that I would end up writing planning manuals, I would have stopped 
taking drugs immediately and gone back to college. But if this manual helps 
people steer round the obstacles which an uncomprehending bureaucracy erects 
to prevent them staking out a sustainable and self-reliant way of life, then I trust 
the effort will have been worth it. 
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Please Contribute to the Handbook

I rely on you the reader to keep us in touch.  If you think there is anything that 
needs adding or altering please contact me. I am keen to hear of appeal decisions, 
whether successful or unsuccessful; and particularly eager to hear about planning 
consultants and lawyers who have performed well (or atrociously).
 
Simon Fairlie  

Monkton Wyld, May 2018


